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Plaintiff Apollo Enterprise Solutions, Inc., a California corporation (“Apollo”) alleges the

following causes of actioﬁ against defendant Greenberg Traurig LLP (“Greenberg”) and Does 1

through 20, inclusive (collectively, “Defendantsf’).
THE PARTIES

1. Apollo is a California corporation with its principgl place of business in California.
Apollo provides advanced solutions for payment and cdllection to improve the operational
efficiencies, outcomes, customer experiences, and payment conversion for credit issuers,
collection agencies, and debt buyers, such as banks, lenders, and other credit product marketers.
Apollo's technologies are protected by a broad, intellectual property portfolio. |

2. Greenberg is a law firm that performed extensive legal services to Apollo on
corporate, legal, and intellectual property matters. _ 4

3. Apollo is informed and believes, and thereon alleges, that Does 1 through 20,
inclusive, participated in the wrongful acts alleged in ﬂﬁs Complaint, and are liable for those acts.
Apollo is informed and believes, and thereon alleges, that Does 1 through 20, inclusive, knew
and/or participated in one or more of the Wrbngﬁll acts and/or counseled one or more of the other
Defendants in committing those .wrongful acts and/or aided and counseled oﬁe or more of the
other Defendants as alleged more fully.' in this Complaint.

4. Apbllo is informed and believes, and thereon alleges, that in doing the acts alleged
in this Complaint, each of the Defendants was the 'agent, principal, eniployee, or alter ego of one
or more of the other Defendants, and acted with the other Defendants’ knowledge, consent and
approval. As such, each of the Defendants is responsible for the liabilities of the other
Defendants, as alleged in this Complaint.

ALLEGATIONS COMMON TO ALL CAUSES OF ACTION

A. Greenberg Provides Legal Services To Apollo

5. Greenberg represented Apollo and provided extensive legal services related to
{farious corporate, legal, and intellectual prbperty matters. These services included preparing
patent applications relating to Apollo’s debt settlement system. Greenberg also was engaged in all
aspects of the patent prosecution process for Apollo’s' debt settlement system. This included
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numerous conversations with Apollo, document review, consultation, and legal services on issues

concerning the debt system and patentable aspects of the invention. Greenberg also had

discussions regarding patent strategy and prepared and drafted the Provisional Patent Application

for Apollo.

6. After months of work and preparation, Greenberg filed a Provisional Patent
Application for Apolio. The Provisional Patent Application consisted of drawings, figures, and
text that ultimately led to the issuance of two patents to Apollo. When the patents issued, both

specifically referenced the Provisional Patent Application filed by Greenberg for Apollo.

.B. Greenberg Ingxplicably Switches Sides And Acts Adversely To Apollo

_ 7. Apollo offers to creditors its TrueCollect service, which allows creditors to recover
delinquent debts fast and efficiently while improving the customer experience by combining
online payment, debt collection, and debt recovery technologies into one offering.

8. | Apollo entered into a written contract with Lantern Credit LLC (“Lantern™) for the
provision of certain services, including the licensing of Apollo‘s TrueCollect service to Lantern
(the “Master Services Agreement”).

| 9. Under the Master Services Agreement; Apollo agreed to provide and make
available the TrueCollect service to Lantern's clients and customers, as well as providing
additional services in relation to the technology, including:

a. developing and providing information technology services;

b. providing revisions to and maintenance of software and related services
such as help desk and other technical and operational support, including
patches and bus fixes; and ‘

C. providing special services upon request, such as training.

10.  Inexchange for Apollo's licensing of the TrueCollec;c service under the Master
Services Agreement, Lantern agreed to pay $5 million for the ﬁrst,ténn and $6 million for the
second term, monthly fees, as well as other fees for additional éervices rendered by Apollo.

11.  Lantern initially paid for the services in accordance with the Master Services
Agreement. However, as of December 31, 2016, Lantern owed Apollo over $2 million fo-r
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services rendered under the Master Services Agreement. On February 17, 2017, Apollo filed a
complaint against Lantern for Breach of Contract, Account Stated, and for Services Rendered to
collect the monies due and owing (the “Collections Action”).

12.  Lantern’s actions and its refusal to pay Apollo are based upon actions and advice
provided by Greenberg to Lantern. Greenberg performed legal services for Apollo in obtaining
the two pateﬂts behind the TrueCollect service, and then incredibly Greenberg switched sides to
Lantern to try and invalidate these very patents so that Lantern could avoid its obligations and
payrr‘lentA to Apollo.

13.  Greenberg is inexplicably representing Lantern as counsel of record adverse to
Apollo in Apollo’s Collections Action against Lantern. Even more egregious, Greenberg providéd
advice and filed counterclaims on behalf of Lantérn against Apollo seeking declarations of
Apollo’s patent invalidity and non-infringement of the very same patents that Greenberg ﬁelped to
prosecute for Apollo.

- 14.  When Greenberg performed services for Apollo, Greenberg acquired and obtained
from Apollo confidential and privileged information, work-product, and proprietary files and
documents (collectively, “Confidential Information”). Greenberg is now using Apollo’s
Confidential Information adverse to Apollo. Lantern is also rf;ly.ing on advice Greenberg provided
to Apollo in Lantern’s defense énd counterclaims in the Collections Action. Further, Greenberg is
providing advice, legal services, and making arguments on behalf of Lantern as to patent invalidity
and non-infringement related to Apollo’s Confidential Information. |

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION

(Breach of Duty — Against All Defendants)
15. Apollo incorporates by reference paragraphs 1 through 14 of this Complaint.
16.  Apollo and Defendants were in an attorney-client relationship, and Defendants
obtained anﬁdential Information from Apollo re}ating to, among other things, Apollo’s business
and patents. Based upon Defendants’ expertise, the Confidential Information obtained, and their

relationship with Apollo, Defendants owed Apollo a duty of confidentiality, a duty of loyalty, and

fiduciary duties.

11357.00002/386784.1 4
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17. | Defendants violated their relaﬁonship’ of trust and confidence with Apollo and
breached their duties of confidentiality, loyalty, and fiduciary duties as alleged above.
| 18.  Asadirect, foreseeable, and proximate result of Defendants’ breaches of their
duties, Apollo suffered damages in an amount of at least $2 millipn.

19.  Defendants’ breaches of their duties as alleged above were undertaken with the
intent of depriving Apollo‘of ‘its property or legal rights or otherwise causing injury, and were
despicable, malicious, oppressive, and/or fraudulent conduct that subjected Apollo to é cruel and
unjust hardship in conscious disregard of Apollo’s rights, so as to justify an award of exemplary
and punitive damages in an amount to be proven at trial.

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION

(Interference With Contract — Against All Defendants)

20.  Apollo incorporates by reference paragraphs 1 through 19 of this Complaint.

21. . Apollo and Lantern were in a contractual relationship that would have resulted in
economic benefit to Apollo.

22.  Defendants intended to disrupt this contractual relationship and, as alleged above,
interfered with and engaged in wrongful conduct thereby disrupting Apollo’s contractual N
relationship. |

23. Asadirect and proximate result of Defendants’ interference and wrongful acts, the
contractual relationship between Apollo and Lantern was disrupted, and Ap(;llo has suffered
damages in an amount of at least $2 million.

24.  Defendants’ interference and conduct as alleged above was undertaken with the
intent of depriving Apollo of its property or legal rights or otherwise causing injury, and was
despicable, malicious, oppressive, and/or fraudulent conduct that subjected Apollo io a cruel and
unjust hardship in conscious disregard of Apollo’s righis, so as to justify an award of exemplary
and punitive damages in an amount to be proven at trial.

| THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION
| - (Negligence — Against All Defendants)
-25. Apollo incorporates by reference paragraphs 1 through 24 of this Complaint.

11357.00002/386784.1
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DATED: May
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Defendants owed a duty of care to Apollo to render legal services in a competent

and professional manner and with the degree of skill, diligence, and expertise which similar.

attorneys in the community possess and exercise.

Defendants breached their duty of care to Apollo.

As a proximate result of Defendants’ negligencé and breaches of their duty of care,

Apollo suffered damages in an amount of at least $2 million.

WHEREFORE, Apollo prays for judgment against Defendants as follows:

‘PRAYER FOR RELIEF
For damages in an amount to be proven at trial, but at least $2 million;

For punitive damages;

For interest at the maximum legal rate;

For costs of suit; and

For such other and further relief as the Court may deem just and proper.

5,2017 KINSELLA WEITZMAN ISER
KUMP & ALDISERT LLP

. OV

Alan Kossoff '
Attorneys for Plaintiff
APOLLO ENTERPRISE SOLUTIONS, INC.
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. Class actions must be filed in the Stanley Mosk Courthouse, Centrat District.
. Permissive filing in central district.

. Location where cause of action arose.

. Mandatory personal injury filing in North District.

. Location where performance required or defendant resides.

This form is required pursuant to Local Rule 2.3 in all new civil case filings in the Los Angeles Superior Court.

Step 1: After completing the Civil Case Cover Sheet (Judicial Council form CM-010), find the exact case type in
Column A that corresponds to the case type indicated in the Civil Case Cover Sheet.

Step 2: In Column B, check the box for the type of action that best describes the nature of the case.
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Other Judicial Review (39) |1 A6150 Other Writ /Judicial Review 2,8
g Antitrust/Trade Regulation (03) [:] AB6003 Antitrust/Trade Regulation 1,2,8
.:Q:’ Construction Defect (10) [:] AB007 Construction Defect 1,.2,3
=
Eg Claims Involving Mass Tort ™™ Ag006  Claims Involving Mass Tort 1,2,8
13
] . .
3] Securities Litigation (28) | [__] A6035 Securities Litigation Case 1,2,8
) .
© )
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g o (] A6123 Workplace Harassment 2,3,9
:% £ Other Petitions (Not {1 A6124 Elder/Dependent Adult Abuse Case 2,3,9
=& Specified Above) (43) (" 1A8190 Election Contest
S = 2
é’ 3 [__]1A6110 Petition for Change of Name/Change of Gender 27
,\: [:] A6170 Petition for Relief from Late Claim Law 238
= [_1A6100 Other Civil Petition 29
LACIV 108 (Rev 2/16) CIVIL CASE COVER SHEET ADDENDUM Local Rule 2.3

LASC Approved 03-04

¥

AND STATEMENT OF LOCATION

Page 3 of 4



swort TiLe: Apollo Enterprise Solutions, Inc. v. Greenberg Traurig LLP CASE NUMBER

4
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(No address required for class action cases).

aooress: 111 North Hill Street
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- Alan Kossoff

PLEASE HAVE THE FOLLOWING ITEMS COMPLETED AND READY TO BE FILED IN ORDER TO PROPERLY
COMMENCE YOUR NEW COURT CASE:

1. Original Complaint or Petition.

If filing @ Complaint, a completed Summons form for issuance by the Clerk.

2
3. Civil Case Cover Sheet, Judicial Council form CM-010.
4

Civil Case Cover Sheet Addendum and Statement of Location form LACIV 109, LASC Approved 03-04 (Rev.
02/16). :

o«

Paymentin full of the filing fee, unless there is court order for waiver, partial or scheduled payments.

6. A signed order appointing the Guardian ad Litem, Judicial Council form CIV-010, if the plaintiff or petitioner is a
minor under 18 years of age will be required by Court in order to issue a summons.

7. Additicnal copies of documents to be conformed by the Clerk. Copies of the cover sheet and this addendum
must be served along with the summons and complaint, or other initiating pleading in the case.
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